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TO  THE  CHAIRMAN  AND  COUNCILLORS  OF  THE 
MABLETHORPE  AND  SUTTON  URBAN  DISTRICT  COUNCIL 


I  have  pleasure  submitting  my  Annual  Report,  prepared  according 
to  statutory  requirements,  on  the  health  and  sanitary  conditions  of  the  district 
for  the  year  1953. 

The  year  will  mark  a  sad  chapter  in  the  history  of  the  district  on  account 
of  the  death  and  destruction  which  resulted  from  the  break  through  of  the 
sea  on  the  evening  of  January  31st,  but  apart  from  the  serious  death  roll  the 
memory  of  the  event  will  be  considerably  lightened  by  the  many  agreeable 
factors  which  led  to  such  a  speedy  recovery.  The  abundance  of  assistance, 
gifts,  and  practical  sumpathy  that  was  showered  on  the  district  from  public 
and  private  sources  provided  all  the  possible  ingredients  to  relieve  the  gloom 
and  help  in  restoring  normality.  So  swift  was  the  transition  from  chaos  to 
order  that  the  earliest  summer  visitor  was  surprised  to  find  the  only  evidence 
of  the  unusual  consisted  of  repair  work  in  progress  to  the  defences  which  would 
ensure  safety  for  all  time. 

In  this  report  brief  mention  is  made  of  the  problems  bearing  on  health 
with  which  the  officers  had  to  deal  at  this  period  and  the  results  indicate  how 
successfully  the  surveyor  and  sanitary  inspector  controlled  the  work  in  their 
particular  spheres  during  this  sudden  switch  to  cope  with  the  abnormal. 

Returning  to  normal  conditions,  there  were  60  births  only  registered 
during  the  year  compared  with  83  deaths.  No  still  births  occurred,  but  2 
babies  died  before  attaining  the  age  of  one  year.  Of  the  83  deaths  of  residents, 
23  died  from  causes  directly  or  indirectly  associated  with  the  flood,  all  except 
4  of  whom  were  aged  65  years  and  over.  In  spite  of  these  flood  casualties, 
the  crude  death  rate  is  lower  than  the  preceding  year  and  the  infant  death 
rate  is  markedly  lower  than  the  average  for  the  district  over  the  past  five 
years.  The  analysis  of  the  ages  at  death  shows  as  last  year  that  73%  of  the 
total  deaths  represented  persons  aged  65  years  and  upward,  while  the  causes 
of  death  reveal  no  appreciable  change  other  than  those  already  mentioned. 

Good  fortune  coupled  with  suitable  precautionary  measures  resulted 
in  the  infectious  disease  list  being  trivial  in  both  type  and  number.  In  the  chain 
of  circumstances  connected  with  the  evacuation  of  almost  the  entire  popu¬ 
lation  and  their  re-settlement,  epidemic  risk  was  greatly  increased,  but  while 
the  position  was  vigilantly  watched  regarding  possible  outbreaks,  nothing 
occurred  to  cause  anxiety. 

The  return  of  children  immunised  against  diphtheria  and  the 
vaccinations  against  smallpox  were  somewhat  better  than  the  preceding 
year,  but  the  number  of  immunisations  in  the  baby  group  still  shows  the 
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relation  to  the  births  of  the  previous  year  that  does  not  call  for  congratulations 
in  a  district  which  is  subject  to  more  than  ordinary  risk  from  without.  Un¬ 
fortunately,  the  year  ended  without  any  immediate  prospects  of  a  new  Clinic 
premises  being  provided  and  in  face  of  the  utter  unsuitability  of  the  existing 
premises  it  is  not  surprising  that  the  numbers  attending  for  protective  treat¬ 
ment  against  infectious  diseases  fell  short  of  expectation. 

In  the  sanitation  sphere,  water  and  sewerage  development  schemes 
did  not  suffer  any  serious  hold  up.  The  sinking  of  the  new  bore  at  the  Maltby 
water  works  had  begun  which  the  experts  had  advised  as  the  means  of 
providing  a  sufficiency  of  water  to  meet  seasonal  demands,  and  a  healthy 
start  was  made  to  service  the  agricultural  parts  of  the  district  with  extension 
systems.  Equally  satisfactory  was  the  progress  of  sewering  the  Links  Estate 
where,  towards  the  end  of  the  year,  some  27  cesspools  ceased  at  last  to  ad¬ 
vertise  the  insanitary  state  of  that  area.  One  must  thank  the  flood  for  having 
compelled  the  clearing  up  of  the  chronic  trouble  conditions  which  existed 
at  the  Victoria  Estate. 

The  usual  attention  was  given  to  matters  concerned  with  food  hygiene 
by  inspections,  sampling  of  products,  and  propaganda  efforts — all  of  which 
forms  of  supervision  have  their  value  but  the  inspection  of  premises  and  the 
personal  talks  are  outstandingly  the  most  important.  General  improvements 
continued  to  be  made,  particularly  in  the  attention  given  to  protecting  food 
displayed  for  sale,  and  since  this  has  become  such  an  essential  trade  interest 
it  should  not  require  so  much  emphasis  from  our  department  to  deal  with  the 
obvious. 

I  avail  of  this  opportunity  of  expressing  my  thanks  to  the  sanitary  in¬ 
spector  and  surveyor  for  their  valuable  assistance  during  the  year  and  I 
gratefully  acknowledge  the  information  which  both  officers  provided  towards 
the  completion  of  parts  of  this  report. 

It  is  also  a  pleasure  and  privilege  to  record  my  gratitude  to  the  Chairman 
and  each  member  of  the  Public  Health  Committee  for  the  consideration  and 
co-operation  that  were  extended  to  me  during  the  year. 


Louth, 

July ,  1954. 


W.  J.  KERRIGAN, 

Medical  Officer  of  Health. 
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SOCIAL  CONDITIONS  AND  GENERAL  STATISTICS. 


Area  and  Urban  District,  including  717  Acres  of 

Foreshore  ..  ..  ..  ..  ..  7,193  acres 


Registrar  General’s  estimate  mid  year  Home 


Population 

5,287 

Density  per  acre  (excluding  foreshore) 

0.80 

Number  of  inhabited  houses 

2,179 

Rateable  value  of  inhabited  houses 

. .  £28,869 

Total  Rateable  Value  at  31/12/53  .. 

. .  £43,396 

Product  of  a  penny  rate  at  31/12/53 

..  £171  2s 

3d. 


Vital  Statistics. 


(NOTE — Figures  in  brackets  show  corresponding  rates  for  England 


Births. 

(a) 

Live  : 

Legitimate  . . 

and  Wales). 

Total 

56 

Male 

38 

Female 

18 

Illegitimate  . . 

4 

2 

2 

(b) 

Still 

60 

40 

NIL. 

20 

Live  Birth  Rate  per  1,000  of  estimated  population  . .  11.35 

Standardised  Birth  Rate  per  1,000  of  estimated 

population  (Comparability  factor  1.08)  ..  ..  12.26  (15.5) 

Still  Birth  Rate  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  0.0 

Deaths. 

Total  Male  Female 
83  35  48 


Crude  Death  Rate  per  1,000  of  estimated  population  15.7 

Standardised  Death  Rate  per  1,000  of  estimated  pop¬ 
ulation  (Comparability  factor  .76)  ..  ..  11.9(11.4) 

Death  of  Infants  : 

(a)  Under  one  year  of  age  : 

Male  Female 

Legitimate  . .  1  1 

Illegitimate  . .  —  — 

(b)  Under  four  weeks  of  age  : 

Legitimate  . .  1  1 

Illegitimate  . .  —  — 
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Death  rate  under  the  age  of  one  year  per  1,000  Live 

Births  ..  ..  ..  ..  ..  ..  33.3  (26.8) 

Causes  of  and  ages  at  death  (Infants)  : 

Male  Female 

Prematurity  . .  1  (2  Hrs.)  1  (2  weeks) 

1  1 


- Ages  at  Death. - 

Ages 

in  0/1  1/5  5/15  15/25  25/35  35/45  45/55  55/65  65/75  75/85  85+  Total 
Years. 

Deaths  2  1  —  —  1  3  2  13  30  23  8=  83 

- Deaths  from  Malignant  and  other  neoplasms - 

Ages  in  Under 

Years  40  40/45  45/50  50/55  55/60  60/65  65/70  70/75  75+  Total 

Deaths  —  —  —  —  2  3  2  3  5=  15 

Sites  of  Malignant  neoplasms. 

Breast 
Lung 
Uterus 
Stomach 

Other  alimentary  sites 

15 


2 

2 

3 
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Total  Causes  of  Death  in  the  Area,  1953. 

Male 


1. 

Malignant  Neoplasm — Stomach 

— 

2. 

,,  ,,  Lung,  Bronchus 

2 

3. 

„  „  Breast  . . 

— 

4. 

,,  „  Uterus 

— 

5. 

„  ,,  All  other  sites 

5 

6. 

Diabetes 

— 

7. 

Vascular  Lesions  of  Nervous  System  . . 

3 

8. 

Coronary  Disease,  angina 

3 

9. 

Other  Heart  Disease 

10 

10. 

Other  circulatory  disease 

— 

11. 

Influenze 

— 

12. 

Pneumonia 

— 

13. 

Bronchitis 

3 

14. 

Nephritis  and  Nephrosis 

1 

15. 

Pregancy,  childbirth,  abortion 

— 

16. 

Other  defined  and  ill-defined  diseases . . 

2 

17. 

Motor  Vehicle  Accidents 

1 

18. 

All  other  accidents 

5 

Female 

3 

1 

2 

2 

1 

6 

3 

7 

1 

1 

2 

3 

1 

2 
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THE  FLOOD. 


Before  going  on  to  the  general  routine  inclusions,  mention 
must  be  made  of  the  health  and  sanitary  problems  which  came 
in  the  wake  of  the  devastation  caused  by  the  flood  on  January  31st. 
In  the  following  brief  account,  I  quote  freely  from  the  information 
supplied  at  the  time  by  the  Council’s  Surveyor  and  Sanitary  In¬ 
spector,  whose  quick  appreciation  and  control  of  the  many  tech¬ 
nical  problems  encountered  contributed  largely  to  the  speedy 
restoration  of  public  health  order  out  of  the  potentially  dangerous 
chaos. 

Water  Supplies. 

The  immediate  need  was  not  only  to  provide  for  the  large 
numbers  working  in  the  district  but  to  arrange  for  the  speedy 
restoration  of  the  normal  service  over  the  area  in  anticipation  of 
the  early  return  of  the  evacuated  households.  The  former  require¬ 
ment  was  met  by  the  Fire  Service  transporting  bulk  water  to  supply 
points  until  the  service  from  the  Council’s  mains  was  again  available. 

Investigation  of  the  supply  showed,  happily,  that  the  Maltby 
pumping  station  had  suffered  no  ill  effects,  but  the  trickle  supply 
delivered  throughout  the  area  pointed  to  major  or  manifold  small 
bursts  in  the  service  pipes.  With  the  valuable  help  of  technical 
officers  from  neighbouring  authorities,  the  sanitary  inspector 
carried  out  a  systematic  check  to  locate  and  deal  with  the  losses 
through  bursts,  and  so  successful  were  these  efforts  under  the  most 
difficult  conditions,  that  the  pressure  began  gradually  to  approach 
the  normal  after  some  ten  days.  Unfortunately,  a  major  set  back 
occurred  at  this  time,  because  in  the  words  of  the  surveyor,  “without 
any  apparent  reason,  the  water  supply  throughout  the  whole  area 
completely  disappeared.”  As  the  evidence  suggested  that  a  burst 
in  a  large  main  was  probably  responsible,  a  systematic  section 
check  was  made,  which  eventually  traced  the  cause  of  the  trouble 
to  a  fractured  trunk  main  in  a  widely  flooded  area.  When  this 
received  attention,  full  pressure  was  practically  restored  15  days 
from  the  outset,  though  systematic  search  continued  for  the  small 
isolated  leaks  requiring  attention  throughout  the  district. 

During  the  emergency,  the  pumps  were  kept  going  over  the 
24  hours  and  the  chlorine  dosage  was  suitably  increased.  It  is 
interesting  to  record  that  the  daily  samples  examined  bacteriologi- 
cally  from  the  second  day  onward  were  all  reported  satisfactory. 

Sewers  and  Sewage  Disposal. 

Here,  the  aim  was  not  only  to  restore  a  functioning  system 
with  the  minimum  delay  but  to  limit  or  prevent  such  damage  to 
the  mechanism  and  media  of  the  disposal  works  as  would  likely 
result  from  any  sea  water  infiltration.  The  surveyor  found  on  his 
preliminary  survey  by  military  D.U.K.W.  that  the  flood  water  did 
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not  appear  to  have  gained  direct  access  to  the  filter  beds  because 
of  their  higher  level,  nor  could  it  have  gained  access  indirectly 
because  the  pumps  had  been  put  out  of  action  by  the  force  of  the 
first  break  through  of  the  sea.  Accordingly,  he  had  the  contents  of 
the  sewers  diverted  until  the  heavy  admixture  of  sea  water  was 
removed — a  foresight  at  this  critical  time  which  prevented  serious 
damage  to  the  filter  media,  with  all  the  trouble  and  delay  this  might 
subsequently  have  occasioned. 

As  all  the  pumping  stations  had  been  put  out  of  action  from 
the  outset,  the  electric  pumps  required  to  be  removed  for  repair 
and  static  pumps  used  pending  their  re-installation.  When  the  water 
had  been  pumped  clear,  the  extent  of  the  trouble  from  sand  choked 
sewers  became  apparent,  necessitating  where  possible,  systematic 
clearance  and  preventive  measures  against  recurrence.  How  suc¬ 
cessful  the  work  of  prevention  and  restoration  was,  may  be  gauged 
from  the  fact  that  three  of  the  main  pumping  stations  were  serviceable 
after  a  week,  and  within  a  short  time  the  sewers  serving  the  material 
parts  of  the  district  were  again  effective. 

House  Drains. 

Anyone  who  witnessed  the  removal  of  the  deep  deposits  of 
sand  and  debris  from  house  environs  by  the  heavy  machinery, 
which  required  to  be  employed  would  not  have  been  surprised  by 
the  widespread  damage  to  house  drains  found  at  a  later  period. 
The  sanitary  inspector  estimated  that  out  of  some  1,700  odd  house 
drain  systems  inspected  at  this  time,  over  1,000  required  attention 
for  sand  clearance,  apart  from  other  repair  and  replacement  work 
to  broken  pipes  and  inspection  chambers.  The  bulk  of  the  work  was 
completed  before  the  return  to  the  affected  houses  by  the  evacuees, 
and  as  the  inspector  remarked,  it  was  fortunate  that  the  rate  of 
the  return  of  the  evacuees  allowed  a  systematic  plan  of  work,  which 
kept  satisfactory  pace  with  the  demands.  It  was,  of  course,  to  be 
expected  that  sand-in-drain  upsets  did  not  end  dramatically  but 
continued  to  give  trouble  for  a  long  period  after. 

The  Clearing  Up. 

(1)  Food. 

Where  the  owners  agreed,  the  food  content  of  shops  and 
catering  establishments,  at  risk  from  damage  by  flood  water,  was 
collected  by  the  Ministry  of  Food  Salvage  Department  and  brought 
to  their  depot  for  examination  and  appropriate  disposal.  The 
enormity  of  this  task  at  the  depot  had  to  be  seen  to  be  appreciated. 
Shop  stocks  not  dealt  with  in  this  manner  were  later  inspected  by 
the  sanitary  inspector  to  decide  about  the  manner  of  their  disposal. 
The  household  larder  content,  mostly  found  aggressively  rancid  by 
the  time  the  owners  returned  for  inspection  of  their  property,  was 
thrown  out  to  await  collections. 
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(2)  Refuse  Collection  and  Disposal. 

The  urge  for  bringing  this  service  into  use  was  early  apparent 
by  the  number  of  dead  animals,  household  and  farm,  found  strewn 
around  streets  and  house  environs.  The  sanitary  inspector  with  the 
aid  of  R.S.P.C.A.  officials  collected  some  ten  lorry  loads  of  these 
carcases  and  arranged  for  their  disposal.  At  the  later  period, 
following  the  temporary  return  of  owners  to  make  ready  their 
homes,  the  clearance  of  perished  food,  ruined  furniture  and  furn¬ 
ishings  and  other  discards  from  the  houses,  provided  a  major 
collection  problem.  To  add  to  the  difficulties,  it  was  found  that 
not  only  had  the  refuse  vehicles  been  flood  casualties,  but  the  tipping 
site  was  heavily  waterlogged  and  the  structures  seriously  damaged. 
This  necessitated  re-opening  a  former  tip  for  temporary  use  until 
the  Fire  Brigade  pumps  made  the  other  fit  for  service.  In  spite  of 
these  setbacks,  there  was  little  delay  or  disruption,  because  with 
the  aid  of  staff  and  equipment  from  neighbouring  Authorities  the 
sodden  heaps  of  household  effects  outside  houses,  providing  grim 
witnesses  of  the  interior  devastation,  were  gradually  removed  to 
the  disposal  sites.  Over  a  hundred  tons  of  such  refuse  were  trans¬ 
ported  on  the  day  following  the  return  of  a  section  of  the  evacuees. 

(3)  Preparation  of  the  dwellings. 

When  the  interiors  were  stripped  of  the  ruined  commodities 
and  the  deposits  of  glutinous  mud  cleared,  the  mop  and  scrubbing 
brush  soon  brought  about  the  return  to  the  more  normal  domestic 
picture.  Fortunately,  the  weather  at  this  time  favoured  the  drying 
out  process,  which  was  effectively  assisted  by  the  use  of  the  special 
equipment  loaned  by  the  R.A.F.  Householders  were  very  apprec¬ 
iative  of  the  efforts  made  on  their  behalf  at  this,  the  most  difficult 
hour  of  their  trials  when,  for  example,  voluntary  organisations 
provided  ample  supplies  of  cleaning  equipment  and  materials  for 
their  benefit,  and  when  organised  volunteer  parties  came  from  far 
and  wide  to  share  the  burden  of  the  great  household  clean-up. 
“Operation  Mop”,  as  it  was  familiarly  called,  was  an  example  of  the 
store  of  goodwill  and  practical  sympathy  so  freely  bestowed  at  this 
period,  which  provided  a  boost  to  morale  almost  as  valuable  in 
its  way  as  the  material  assistance  rendered. 


In  this  skeleton  and  mainly  technical  account  of  events  from 
the  health  angle,  much  must  be  left  to  the  imagination  about  the 
many  other  day-to-day  problems  which  occurred  and  were  taken 
in  stride  by  those  working  under  very  grim  conditions  during  the 
early  period  of  the  tragedy.  Neither  is  it  possible  to  make  individual 
mention  of  the  many  public  bodies  who  rallied  round  to  give  such 
valiant  help  in  this  hour  of  need,  nor  yet  to  pay  fitting  tribute  to 
those  voluntary  organisations  who  slip  so  naturally  and  efficiently 
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into  place  in  emergencies  of  this  kind.  It  was  very  impressive 
however,  to  observe  how  effectively  all  the  various  helpers  were 
welded  together  in  their  constructive  team  duties  which  provided 
evidence  of  the  excellent  stage  direction  maintained  throughout. 


The  tragic  loss  of  life  which  resulted  from  the  disaster  stands 
starkly  remote  from  all  the  other  attendant  aspects  of  the  occasion. 
On  the  night  of  the  sea  break  through,  15  persons  were  drowned 
and  12  others  were  known  to  have  died  either  as  the  direct  result 
of  shock  and  exposure  or  to  diseases  brought  on  by  them.  All  the 
deaths  except  four  were  local  residents.  The  number  of  drowned 
consisted  of  four  males  and  eleven  females,  of  whom  all  but 
two  babies,  were  inhabitants  of  the  district  and  eight  were  over 
seventy  years  of  age.  Four  locals  died  as  the  result  of  shock  and 
exposure  and  six  others  on  account  of  illness  brought  on  by  such 
effects. 

When  all  the  rehabilitation  work  was  completed  and  compen¬ 
sation  paid  for  material  damage,  this  remained  the  tragedy  of  the 
flood. 
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GENERAL  PROVISION  OF  HEALTH  SERVICES  OF  THE 

AREA. 


Laboratory  Facilities. 

As  in  other  years  we  availed  of  the  convenient  and  most  satis¬ 
factory  facilities  offered  by  the  Public  Health  Laboratory,  Lincoln, 
which  examined  and  reported  on  143  samples,  consisting  of  water, 
ice  cream,  milk  and  mussels. 

No  chemical  analyses  were  done  during  the  year. 

During  the  flooding  troubles,  the  pharmacist  at  Louth  County 
Infirmary  very  kindly  volunteered  to  estimate  the  saline  content  of 
the  water  samples  taken  from  the  supplies  of  various  farms  not  on 
the  Council’s  mains  to  which  the  sea  water  had  infiltrated.  Several 
samples  at  intervals  were  examined  by  him  with  results  that  were 
most  helpful  in  determining  the  degree  of  salt  pollution  during  the 
particular  period. 

Clinics. 

The  multi-functioning  premises  which  served  as  the  County 
Council  Welfare  Centre  shared  in  the  general  damage  by  the  flood, 
and  until  it  was  made  fit  and  no  longer  required  for  entertainment 
purposes  during  the  holiday  season,  the  president  of  the  Voluntary 
Care  Committee  generously  allowed  part  of  her  house  to  be  used 
for  Clinic  purposes. 

The  need  for  a  suitable  building  to  serve  the  Clinic  require¬ 
ments  in  this  large  and,  in  this  sense,  isolated  area  is  an  accepted 
fact,  but  the  County  Council  representatives  who  have  been  actively 
seeking  to  acquire  a  ready  made  building  adaptable  to  needs  have 
so  far  been  unsuccessful  in  their  quest  for  one  reason  or  another. 
Meantime,  the  local  population  and  those  interested  in  suitable 
Clinic  facilities  keep  piously  hoping. 

Through  the  courtesy  of  Dr.  Campbell,  County  Medical 
Officer  of  Health,  I  give  below  the  particulars  of  attendances  at  the 

Clinic  during  the  year  : — 

Number  of  Clinic  Sessions  held  . .  . .  .  .  .  .  45 

Number  of  attendances  of  Babies  under  one  year  . .  885 

Number  of  attendances  of  Children  aged  one  to  five  years  468 

Total  . 1,353 


The  Doctor  attends  on  the  1st  and  3rd  Thursdavs  of  each 
month,  when  a  session  is  provided  for  immunisation  of  babies 
against  diphtheria  and  whooping  cough  and  vaccination  against 
smallpox. 
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PREVALENCE  OF  AND  CONTROL  OVER,  INFECTIOUS 

AND  OTHER  DISEASES. 

Infectious  diseases  other  than  Tuberculosis  notified  during 
1953  : — 


Total  cases 

Case  Rate  per 

Disease 

Notified 

1,000  of 
population 

Measles 

19 

3.6  (12.36) 

Whooping  Cough 

4 

0.76  (  3.58) 

Pneumonia 

1 

0.19  (  0.84) 

Dysentery  .  . 

1 

0.19 

Total 

25 

The  above  figures  are  very  harmless  in  type  and  number  in 
view  of  the  risk  to  which  an  uprooted  and  dispersed  population  was 
subject  during  the  emergency  period.  Though  the  few  cases  of 
measles  and  whooping  cough  notified  bore  little  relation  to  the 
actual  numbers  as  reported  from  the  schools,  the  infections  never 
assumed  epidemic  proportion.  There  were  also  sporadic  cases  of 
rubella  (German  measles),  mumps  and  chicken  pox— all  non- 
notifiable  diseases — in  the  district,  and  two  cases  of  food  poisoning 
were  notified  though  they  were  not  accepted  because  they  could  not 
be  confirmed  as  such. 

Prophylaxis  against  Diphtheria,  Whooping  Cough  and  Small  Pox. 

1  am  indebted  to  the  County  Medical  Officer  for  supplying 
information  about  the  numbers  immunised  against  diphtheria  and 
whooping  cough  and  the  anti-smallpox  vaccinations,  as  follows  : — 

Diphtheria  Immunisations  : 


Under  5  years 

5-14  years. 

Booster  Doses. 

47 

19 

83 

Vaccinations  : 


Ages  in  years. 

0/1 

1/4 

15 

5/14  and  over 

Total 

Primary  Vaccinations  .  . 

18 

2 

—  2 

22 

Re-vaccinations 

1 

1 

1  5 

8 

15 


Whooping  Cough  Immunisations. 


Under 

One 

One 

Two 

Three 

Four 

Total 

Under  five  years 

..  5 

6 

1 

1 

1 

14 

The  anti-diphtheria  treatments  followed  much  the  same  pattern 
in  numbers  as  the  previous  year  except  that  the  number  of  booster 
doses  was  much  improved.  It  is  good  to  see  that  the  upheaval 
during  the  year  did  not  adversely  affect  the  numbers,  which  en¬ 
courages  the  thought  that  the  propaganda  after  the  event  had  some 
useful  effect. 

It  is  a  pleasure  also  to  mention  gratefully  the  help  obtained  from 
two  of  the  local  newspapers  circulating  in  the  district  which  kept 
the  importance  of  this  measure  of  prophylaxis  well  before  the 
public.  Such  homely  allusions  in  the  news  columns  of  our  local 
weeklies  have  a  much  more  telling  effect  than  the  stock  notice  that 
appears  from  time  to  time  in  the  advertising  section  of  the  papers. 

As  the  district  continued  free  of  diphtheria  and  the  national 
incidence  and  mortality  showed  the  yearly  decline  to  levels  that 
might  suggest  danger  past,  the  unfortunate  outbreak  of  the  disease 
which  occurred  during  the  year  in  the  Midlands  provided  a  sobering 
warning  to  any  hopeful  thinkers.  In  this  outbreak  seventy- 
eight  cases  occurred,  of  whom  six  died,  and  they  were  all  non- 
immunised  children.  This  lesson  should  strike  home  to  the. 
“waverers”,  because  as  so  often  pointed  out,  the  non-immunised 
child  is  always  at  risk,  and  in  a  holiday  resort  owing  to  great  influx 
of  visitors  the  risk  is  considerably  increased. 

This  was  the  first  year  that  the  County  Council  made  available 
the  free  scheme  of  immunisation  against  whooping  cough  for  children 
under  five  years.  Opportunity  was  given  to  parents  to  have  treat¬ 
ment  done  at  the  Clinic  or  by  a  general  medical  practitioner. 
Although  the  same  protection  rate  is  not  claimed  for  this  treatment 
as  that  against  diphtheria,  there  is  ample  and  increasing  evidence 
of  its  efficacy  which  should  encourage  parents  to  have  the  immuni¬ 
sation  done  when  the  baby  is  about  six  months  old. 


16 


Tuberculosis — New  Cases  and  Mortality  during  1953. 


Age 

Periods 

New  Cases 

Deaths 

Non - 

Respiratory  Respiratory 

Non- 

Respiratory  Respiratory 

M.  F.  M.  F. 

M.  F.  M.  F. 

0  . . 

1 

5  .. 

15  .. 

25  . . 

35  . . 

45  . . 

55  .. 

65+  .. 

1 

1 

1 

1 

NIL 

Totals  . . 

3  1  —  — 

—  —  —  — 

It  is  gratifying  to  note  from  the  above  table  that  notifications 
were  fewer  than  in  previous  years  and  for  the  first  time  no  death 
was  recorded.  It  does  not  seem  unlikely  that  the  absence  of  cases 
under  the  non-pulmonary  heading  is  largely  due  to  the  consumption 
of  heat  treated  milk  which  has  been  the  only  source  of  supply  in 
the  district  since  1950. 


1? 


SANITARY  CIRCUMSTANCES  IN  THE  AREA. 


Water. 

In  spite  of  the  heavy  setback  suffered  in  the  earlier  part  of  the 
year  to  the  normal  working,  development  schemes  proceeded  along 
with  the  post  flood  rehabilitation  concerns  at  an  agreeable  rate. 
The  primary  concern  in  this  field  was  the  problem  of  obtaining  a 
sufficiency  supply  from  the  Council’s  mains  to  meet  any  extra 
demands  required  during  the  holiday  season.  Fortunately,  by 
reason  of  the  anticipative  temporary  arrangements  made  by  the 
surveyor  and  the  fewer  visitors  during  the  particular  season,  no 
acute  situation  arose  such  as  occurred  in  the  preceding  year.  The 
Council  had,  however,  obtained  sanction  to  sink  a  new  bore  which 
the  consultant  engineers  considered  would  provide  the  answer  to 
the  shortage  trouble,  and  at  the  end  of  the  year  the  work  of  the 
installation  at  Maltby  was  well  in  progress. 

Another  worthy  feature  of  the  year  was  the  start  in  laying 
mains  to  provide  extensions  supplies  to  the  Theddlethorpe  Road, 
Mile  Lane  and  Huttoft  Road  areas.  Thus,  began  the  link  up  of  the 
agricultural  part  of  the  district  which  had  been  without  a  service 
that  is  now  regarded  as  essential  to  the  rural  as  to  the  urban  existence 
This  was,  indeed,  a  prompt  and  energetic  response  from  the  Council 
following  the  survey  and  recommendations  made  the  previous 
year  when  the  need  for  action  in  this  part  of  the  district  was  brought 
to  their  notice. 

During  the  year,  seventy-nine  samples  were  taken  from  the 
public  supply  for  bacteriological  examination,  of  which  three  were 
classified  doubtful  and  one  unsatisfactory,  but  the  deviations  were 
found  on  investigation  to  be  without  significance. 

No  chemical  analysis  was  done  of  the  water  from  the  Council’s 
bores  during  the  year.  Four  samples  from  private  sources  were 
examined,  which  resulted  in  one  unsatisfactory  supply  being  closed 
and  the  property  being  connected  to  the  mains. 

Drainage  and  Sewerage. 

As  was  to  be  expected,  the  work  of  clearing  the  sand  from 
sewers  was  held  up  in  isolated  instances  on  account  of  traffic  and 
other  difficulties  and  the  extent  of  the  trouble  found.  The  delay 
in  having  these  cleared  occasioned  no  upset  as  the  number  of  houses 
affected  in  each  case  was  negligible.  In  the  Victoria  Estate,  sand 
lodgement  had  so  completely  sealed  off  a  section  of  the  sewer  that 
the  Council  was  compelled  to  tackle  this  chronic  trouble  spot  by 
the  start  of  work  to  connect  direct  to  the  main  sewers  properties 
which  had  hitherto  been  served  by  a  loop  which  required  regular 
emptying  as  if  it  were  a  cesspool. 
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The  chief  event  in  the  march  of  improvement  was,  of  course, 
the  progress  made  in  sewering  the  Links  Estate  area.  As  happened 
in  similar  cases  previously,  the  officers  did  not  await  the  completion 
of  the  pumping  stations  but,  by  adapting  a  smaller  pumping  unit, 
twenty-seven  cesspools  were  able  to  be  abolished,  which  helped 
considerably  “to  tidy  up”  that  unsanitary  part  of  the  district. 

The  district  still  admits  the  horror  of  seven  houses  with  privy 
vaults,  and  the  nine  conversions  during  the  year  reduced  the  number 
with  pail  closets  to  ninety. 


Sewage  Disposal  Works. 

No  analyses  of  the  sewage  effluents  were,  I  understand,  carried 
out  in  this  abnormal  year. 

The  following  routine  work  was  reported  by  the  sanitary 


inspector  : — 

Drains. 

Drains  examined,  tested,  exposed,  etc.  . .  . .  . .  531 

Drains  unstopped,  repaired,  etc.  . .  . .  . .  . .  239 

Waste  pipes,  disconnected,  repaired,  etc.  . .  . .  5 

Existing  soil  pipes  etc.  removed  or  repaired  . .  . .  1 

Number  of  water-closets  repaired  . .  . .  , .  37 


House  Refuse. 

The  refuse  collection  was  done  once  weekly  and  the  disposal 
was  by  controlled  tipping.  Seven  complaints  were  reported  during 
the  year  about  delay  in  removal  of  dustbins  of  which  there  are 
about  2,225  in  the  district. 


Verminous  Premises — Disinfection  and  disinfestation. 

Disinfection  for  infectious  disease  . .  . .  . .  3 

Houses  disinfested  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  3 

Nuisances. 

Total  number  of  nuisances  during  year  : — 

(1)  Abated  as  result  of  informal  action  by  sanitary 

inspector  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  505 

(2)  Reported  to  Council  : 

(a)  Statutory  Notice  issued  . .  . .  . .  1 

( b )  Statutory  Notice  not  issued  . .  . .  1 
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Details  of  nuisances  abated  : 


After  informal  After  Statutory 


Smoke 

Intimation 

14 

Notice 

Accumulation  of  refuse  . . 

22 

— 

Foul  ditches,  ponds  and 
stagnant  water 

5 

— 

Fowls,  pigs  and  other 
animals 

1 

— 

Dampness 

17 

1 

Yards  repaved  or  repaired 

1 

— 

Other  nuisances  . . 

445 

— 

Prevention  of  damage  by  Pests — 1949  Act. 

The  following  is  an  extract  from  the  sanitary  inspector’s 
report  on  this  matter. 

“During  the  three  months  prior  to  the  31st  January,  we  made 
a  determined  attack  on  the  rat  population  of  the  urban  district 
and  the  flood  of  that  date  must  have  drowned  some  of  the  few 
remaining  rats.  I  did  notice,  however,  that  a  few  rat  foot  marks 
were  to  be  seen  on  the  wet  sludge  two  or  three  days  after  the  water 
had  receded.  Very  little  evidence  of  rat  infestation  was  forthcoming 
until  the  November  of  1953,  then  a  few  complaints  came  in.  The 
part  time  Rodent  Operator  was  instructed  to  commence  the  des¬ 
truction  of  rats,  and  by  the  end  of  the  year  it  was  evident  that  the 
rat  population  of  this  urban  district  had  been  reduced  to  a  very 
small  number.” 

Shops  Act,  1950. 

Number  of  shops  inspected  . .  . .  . .  . .  15 

Contraventions  remedied  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  — 
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FACTORIES  ACTS,  1937  and  1948. 

INSPECTIONS  for  purposes  of  provisions  as  to  health 
(including  inspections  made  by  Sanitary  Inspectors). 


Number  of 


Premises. 

on 

Register  Inspections 

Written  Occupiers 
Notices  Prosecuted 

(1)  Factories  in  which  Sec¬ 
tions  1,  2,  3,  4  and  6 
are  to  be  enforced  by 
Local  Authorities 

11 

(2)  Factories  not  included 
in  (1)  in  which  Section 

7  is  enforced  by  the 
Local  Authority 

24 

-  21 

>  3  — 

(3)  Other  premises  in 
which  Section  7  is  en¬ 
forced  by  the  Local 
Authority  (excluding 
outworkers  premises) 

7  . 

Total 

42 

21 

3  - 

2.  Cases  in  which  DEFECTS  were  found. 

Number  of  cases  in  which 
defects  were  found 

JL  U  r lit  141  Ur A 

Found 

Referred  to /by 
Remedied  H.M.  Inspector. 

Want  on  cleanliness 

1 

1 

— 

Ineffective  Drainage  of 
Floors 

_ 

_ 

_  1 

Sanitary  Conveniences 
Unsuitable  of  defective 

2 

2 

— 

Total 

3 

3 

— 
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INSPECTION  and  SUPERVISION  of  HOUSES. 


Total  number  of  new  houses  erected  during  the  year  . .  39 

(1)  By  the  Local  Authority  . .  . .  . .  . .  34 

(2)  By  other  Local  Authorities  . .  . .  . .  — 

(3)  By  other  bodies  or  persons  . .  . .  . .  5 

(1)  Inspection  of  dwelling  houses  during  the  year  : — 

(1)  (a)  Total  number  of  dwelling  houses  inspected 

for  housing  defects  (under  Public  Health  or 
Housing  Acts)  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  48 

(b)  Number  of  inspections  made  for  the  purpose  1 1 1 

(2)  Number  of  dwelling  houses  (included  under  Sub¬ 

head  (1)  above)  which  were  inspected  and 
recorded  under  the  Housing  Consolidated 
Regulations,  1925  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  NIL. 

(3)  Number  of  dwelling  houses  found  to  be  in  a  state 
so  dangerous  or  injurious  to  health  as  to  be  unfit 

for  human  habitation  . .  . .  . .  .  .  6 

(4)  Number  of  dwelling  houses  (exclusive  of  those 

referred  to  under  the  preceding  sub-head)  found 
not  to  be  all  in  respects  reasonably  fit  for  human 
habitation  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  34 

(2)  Remedy  of  defects  during  the  year  without  service  of 

Formal  Notices. 

Number  of  defective  dwelling  houses  rendered  fit  in 
consequence  of  informal  action  by  the  Local 
Authority  or  their  officers  . .  . .  . .  . .  33 

( 3)  Action  under  Statutory  Powers  during  the  year  : — 

(a)  Proceedings  under  Sections  9,  10  and  36  of  the 

Housing  Act,  1936  : — 

(1)  Number  of  dwelling  houses  in  respect  of 
which  notices  were  served  requiring  repairs  NIL. 

(2)  Number  of  dwelling  houses  which  were 
rendered  fit  after  service  of  formal  notices: — 

(a)  By  owners  . .  . NIL. 

(b)  By  Local  Authority  in  default  of 

owners  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  NIL. 

(b)  Proceedings  under  Public  Health  Acts  : — 

(1)  Number  of  dwelling  houses  in  respect  of 
which  notices  were  served  requiring  defects 
to  be  remedied  . .  . .  . .  . .  I 
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(2)  Number  of  dwelling  houses  in  which  defects 
were  remedied  after  service  of  formal 
notices  : — 

(a)  By  owners  . .  . .  . .  . .  NIL. 

( b )  By  Local  Authority  in  default  of 

owners  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  NIL. 

( c )  Proceedings  under  sections  11  and  13  of  the 
Housing  Act,  1936  : — 

(1)  Number  of  dwelling  houses  in  respect  of 

which  Demolition  Orders  were  made  . .  4 

(2)  Number  of  dwelling  houses  demolished  in 

pursuance  of  Demolition  Orders  . .  . .  1 

(3)  Number  of  dwelling  houses  subject  to 

undertakings  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  4 

(4)  Housing  Act,  1936 — Part  IV — Overcrowding. 

(a)  Number  of  dwellings  overcrowded  at  the  end 

of  the  year  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  NIL. 

(, b )  Number  of  new  cases  of  overcrowding  reported 


during  the  year 

(5)  Housing  Act,  1949. 

{a)  Number  of  applications  for  grants  received 

(b)  Number  of  grants  made 

(c)  Number  of  applications  for  grants  made 
Local  Authority 

(6)  Moveable  Dwellings,  Tents,  Vans,  etc. 

Number  of  Site  Licences 
Number  or  individual  licences 
Number  inspected  during  the  year 
Number  of  contraventions  remedied 


by 


NIL. 

2 

2 

NIL. 

13 

NIL. 

134 

7 


Housing. 

The  total  of  new  houses  at  the  stage  of  completion  was  very 
satisfactory  in  view  of  the  serious  interruption  of  work  for  the 
first  three  months  of  the  year.  Similarly,  the  response  for  remedying 
casual  defects  was,  as  usual,  good  and  in  one  case  only  had  statutory 
notice  to  be  served  to  get  the  required  work  done.  Official  repre¬ 
sentations  were  made  under  Section  11  of  the  Housing  Act,  1936 
in  the  case  of  a  group  of  four  untenanted  cottages  at  Trusthorpe, 
following  which,  the  Council  decided  to  acquire  the  cottages  and 
adjoining  land  to  serve  as  housing  sites.  One  of  the  dwellings 
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represented  as  unfit  during  the  previous  year  was  demolished  and 
another  awaited  being  vacated  in  order  to  have  the  demolition 
order  made  operative. 

Only  two  applications  were  received  during  the  year  in 
connexion  with  improvement  grants  under  the  Housing  Act,  1949. 

The  flood  caused  damage  varying  in  degree  to  2,149  houses  in 
the  district.  The  cost  of  the  repairs  for  privately  owned  houses 
so  damaged  was  defrayed  from  the  Lord  Mayor’s  National  Flood 
and  Tempest  Distress  Fund  administered  by  a  local  committee 
under  whose  guidance  the  work  was  expeditiously  carried  out. 
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INSPECTION  AND  SUPERVISION  OF  FOOD 


In  my  report  for  the  preceding  year,  I  dealt  in  detail  with 
questions  affecting  food  hygiene  in  the  various  types  of  premises 
operating  in  the  district,  and  during  1953,  the  responsibilities  of 
each  type  of  food  handler  were  kept  well  to  the  forefront  during 
the  inspector’s  visits  as  well  as  by  poster  displays  and  circular 
letters  distributed  to  the  traders.  As  on  many  other  occasions,  we 
were  indebted  to  the  Central  Council  for  Health  Education  for 
supplying  a  selection  of  their  arresting  and  informative  posters  and 
material  with  which  window  displays  were  arranged  by  the  sanitary 
inspector  at  both  ends  of  the  district.  Similarly,  the  Central  Council’s 
excellent  leaflet  on  the  subject  of  food  hygiene  “The  Customer’s 
health  is  in  your  hands”  was  sent  with  a  personal  letter  from  the 
Medical  Officer  of  Health  to  each  establishment  concerned  with  the 
production,  sale  or  service  of  food. 

This  form  of  education  which  many  regard  as  dull  repetition 
of  the  obvious,  must  be  laboriously  instilled  until  correct  procedure 
becomes  automatic  in  the  endeavour  to  raise  the  national  standard 
of  food  hygiene  from  the  relatively  lowly  level  which  it  has  too 
long  occupied.  In  such  a  campaign,  it  behoves  a  progressive 
holiday  resort  like  this  district,  whose  existence  is  so  intimately 
concerned  with  food  questions,  to  lead  the  way,  if  for  no  other 
reason  than  that  the  customer  has  at  last  become  critically 
observant  and  discriminating. 

Brief  details  of  the  individual  matters  are  shown  in  the  sequence. 

Bakehouses. 

There  are  five  of  these  in  the  district  and  seven  inspections 
were  made,  as  the  result  of  which  one  defect  reported  received  atten¬ 
tion. 

Butchers’  Shops  and  Making  up  Rooms. 

Six  out  of  the  eight  shops  are  engaged  in  making  up  food. 
These  were  all  reported  in  very  satisfactory  condition  so  far  as 
repair,  cleanliness  and  observance  of  Food  Byelaws  the  concerned. 
One  new  impervious  floor  was  laid. 

Fish  Shops — Wet  and  Fish  Frying. 

The  big  improvement  reported  about  the  wet  fish  shops  was 
the  installing  of  refrigerator  cabinets  for  display  purposes  in  three 
premises. 

One  fish  frying  establishment  was  provided  with  a  standard 
washing  machine  for  food  utensils. 

Samples  taken  of  shell  fish  for  bacteriological  examination 
were  satisfactory. 
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Retail  Shops. 

Individual  visits  were  paid,  totalling  150,  in  connexion  with 
inspection  of  food,  the  Shops  Acts,  and  the  Food  Byelaws,  but  the 
emphasis  was  placed  during  inspection  on  the  protection  of  food 
by  suitable  covering.  The  inspector  remarked  on  the  glaring  misuse, 
discovered  in  a  few  instances,  of  glass  cabinets  which  were  filled 
with  an  assortment  of  non-edible  wares  while  foodstuffs  stood 
nakedly  exposed  to  all  the  incidental  risks.  Three  grocery  shops 
were  fitted  with  refrigerator  display  cabinets,  which  may  encourage 
others  to  follow  suit  in  providing  this  type  of  modern  hygienic 
equipment. 


The  following  goods  were  condemned  as  unfit 


Ham 
Soup 
Plums 

Luncheon  Meat 
Meat  Pies 
Shrimps  . . 
Cockles 
Whelks  . . 

Ice  Cream 


46  lbs. 
4  lbs. 
lbs. 


182 

2 

2 

2 

1 

1 

3 


lbs. 

doz. 

bags. 

bag. 

bag. 

gallons. 


Milk. 

There  were  twenty-one  shop  distributors  licenced  to  sell 
sterilized  milk  and  four  dairies  licenced  to  retail  pasteurized  and 
T.T.  pasteurised.  No  non-heated  milk  was  retailed  in  the  district. 

All  the  eighteen  samples  taken  of  pasteurized  milk  were 
reported  satisfactory  regarding  the  results  of  the  processing  methods. 

Ice  Cream. 

There  were  two  establishments  licenced  for  the  manufacture 
and  fifty-two  premises  for  the  retail  of  ice  cream.  The  following 
are  the  results  of  the  grade  placings  of  the  thirty-eight  samples 
taken  which  show  the  numbers  under  grades  one  and  two  to  be 
76%  instead  of  the  expected  80%.  The  Ex  district  supplies  came 
from  five  reputable  firms,  who  were  kept  acquainted  with  the  result 
of  the  sample  examinations,  and  investigation  was  made  following 
results  that  were  inferior  to  grades  1  and  2. 


Grades 

1 

2 

3 

4 

Manufactured  ex  district 

21 

3 

6 

2 

Manufactured  in  district 

4 

1 

1 

— 

Totals 

25 

4 

7 

2 
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